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The exhibition departs from Lorenzo Boturini Benaduci, 
1698-1755 — a Lombard traveller, historian, antiquarian, 
and the creator of the "Museo Histórico Indiano" — and is 
intended to highlight Italy’s contribution to the 
“discovery” of the Meso-American civilisation, as well as 
illustrate the artistic and cultural richness of early 18th 
century colonial Mexico. 
 
The exhibition is accompanied by detailed descriptions of 
the approximately 80 rare paintings, archaeological 
findings, objects and documents, telling the story of the 
tensions that animated the neo-Spanish world in the pre-
enlightenment era, a world still tied to Spain but already 
in search of its own social and national identity.  
 
Religious painting in that epoch is a good example of the 
continuity and differences between the European and 
American models, not only in aesthetic terms but also in 
terms of devotional content. To this end generous room 
has been left to the iconography of the Madonna of 
Guadalupe, the worship of whom continues to this day to 
be the most genuine expression of Mexican religious 
devotion, of which Lorenzo Boturini was the first to make 
an historical study. 
 
Through studies that brought him ever closer to the Aztec 
past, he recognised the profound syncretic link between 
the pre-Colombian spiritual heritage and the Christian 
faith. In particular, he became aware of the extremely 
high level that Aztec civilisation had achieved, and 
precisely for this reason dedicated himself to the 
Museum’s collection, thus becoming the founder of 
American archaeology (in addition to becoming a pioneer 
in the study of indigenous peoples). The exhibition’s 
careful choice of objects and  documentation is intended 
to illustrate this difficult and passionate journey into the 
geography and history of ancient Mexico. 
 
Curated by Giorgio Antei, historian, American studies 
expert and author of the first biography of Boturini, the 
exhibition avails itself of the collaboration of the Museum 
of the Basilica de Guadalupe, the Museo Soumaya and 
the Museo Nacional de Arte, with the additional support 
of the Coordinación Nacional de Bellas Artes.  
  
 

 


