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Everything we know about the story of this great photographer and 
revolutionary tells us that for her, art and life were inseparable. And 
that is why this exhibition, introduced by a video describing Tina 
Modotti’s life and art, draws on such a wide-ranging and diverse 
range of exhibits. It shows her photographic work, as well as 
images from her life and experience, cadenced by testimonies, 
poetry, letters, critical writings, drawings and documents. One of 
the first photos is the intense portrait entitled “Tina in Black”, taken 
in Mexico by master photographer Edward Weston. At the end of 
the exhibition comes a reproduction of Diego Rivera’s mural 
painting, in which Modotti is depicted amongst the protagonists of 
Mexican history. A film, “The Tiger’s Coat”, documents her 
Hollywood experience in the 1920s, while various publications 
testify to the ten-year-long, difficult task of rediscovering her 
human adventure.  
 
All of these elements go to create a cultural event that evokes the 
ideas, inspiration and values of one of the most significant female 
figures of the 20th century. Built up over the years, using the 
photographer’s own negatives or else original prints, the show 
illustrates all the stages of Tina Modotti’s photographic work from 
1923 to 1929 in the vibrant environment of post-revolutionary 
Mexic. A period during which, with the key figures of the “new 
Mexican art”, she experienced a period of luminous creativity.  
 
The many documents on display clearly illustrate the aesthetic 
qualities and intense luminosity radiating from her photographs. Her 
investigation of nature, her experimental work, her dynamic points 
of view, her close-up observation of the faces of the campesinos 
and the symbols of the people. And her focus on women, childhood 
and oppressed humanity: all of these bear visual testimony to her 
strong social engagement.  
 
When Tina was forced to leave her country, she became a world 
citizen, until Mexico won her heart with its people, its light, its 
peasants, its flowers and its children. She adored this country. That 
was how Maria Izquierdo remembered her friend shortly after her 
death. Tina Modotti was buried in the Pantheon de Dolores under a 
stone of Mexican granite inscribed with the poetic words of Pablo 
Neruda. 
 
The exhibition is curated by Riccardo Toffoletti, chairman of Udine’s 
Modotti Committee. Udine, in north-east Italy, is the city where Tina 
was born in 1896 and from which she emigrated aged 17 – and 
which has never officially recognised her or her human, artistic and 
political qualities. However, this exhibition was put together in the 
land of her birth with the support of the Presidency of the Council of 
Friuli Venezia Giulia Region.  
 
  
 
 


