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Sono forniti in allegato due brani, tratti rispettivamente dalla Piattaforma del Partito 
Repubblicano e dalla Piattaforma del Partito Democratico, recentemente rese 
pubbliche in vista delle elezioni presidenziali statunitensi 2004. 
Il candidato sviluppi una sintesi dei programmi energetici dei due partiti - come 
desumibili dai testi suddetti - evidenziandone concisamente le principali divergenze 
e le eventuali convergenze. 
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Ensuring an Affordable, Reliable, More Independent Energy Supply 1 
 
A stable, affordable, more independent energy supply is vital to fueling America’s economic 
growth, increasing prosperity, helping families afford prices at the pump, and making America more 
secure. President Bush and Republicans in Congress recognize the need for a balanced energy 
policy that increases both energy production and conservation. We need a comprehensive energy 
policy so that we will no longer lurch from one energy crisis to the next. Recent electricity 
blackouts, the California energy crisis, natural gas and oil price spikes, and high gasoline prices 
remind us that only a 
comprehensive energy policy will produce energy stability for America’s families and businesses. 
 
As one of his first acts in office, President Bush released the National Energy Policy (NEP) report, 
a comprehensive plan to reduce America’s dependence on foreign sources of energy by increasing 
domestic energy production and supporting conservation and alternative and renewable energy. 
The President’s proposal would make America more energy independent while creating jobs and 
promoting economic growth. It includes over 100 recommendations, nearly half of which addressed 
renewable energy, energy efficiency, and conservation. President Bush has implemented nearly 
every nonlegislative recommendation outlined in the NEP report. Republicans in the House and 
Senate have stood solidly with the President. We endorse the President’s policy, appreciate the 
hard work of Congressional Republicans in the face of intractable partisan opposition, and urge 
final passage of a bill to secure America’s energy future. 
 
• Republicans support developing new technologies for more efficient generation and use of 
power. New technologies will allow us to create new job-producing industries and save jobs in 
industries that have long been staples of America’s economy. For instance, working with 
Congressional Republicans, the President has already committed $2 billion over 10 years for clean 
coal research and development - which helps keep America’s coal industry strong and reduces the 
emissions associated with coal use. As part of that commitment, we support FutureGen, an 
international, public-private initiative to build the world’s first integrated sequestration and hydrogen 
research power plant that would burn coal more cleanly. President Bush’s Clear Skies Initiative 
would create a $50 billion private market to deploy these clean coal technologies. 
 
• The Republican Party supports research and investment designed to realize the enormous 
benefits of a hydrogen economy and put the United States on the cutting edge of energy 
technology. The FreedomCar Partnership and Hydrogen Fuel Initiative include $1.7 billion over five 
years to begin building hydrogen cars and the infrastructure to support them. 
 
• Using the most sophisticated technologies, we can explore and develop oil resources here at 
home with minimal environmental impact. Our Party continues to support energy development in 
the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), which, according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey, holds as much as 16 billion barrels of oil - enough to replace oil imports from 
Saudi Arabia for nearly 20 years. The drilling footprint can be confined to just 2,000 acres (the 
entire refuge contains 19 million acres), about the size of Washington’s Dulles Airport, on ice roads 
that melt away in the summer, leaving little trace of human intervention. We have already wasted 
precious time. If the previous Administration had not vetoed the ANWR proposal passed by the 
Republican Congress in 1995, at this moment ANWR would be producing up to one million barrels 
of oil a day. 
 
• Republicans strongly support removing unnecessary barriers to domestic natural gas production 
and expanding environmentally sound production in new areas, such as Alaska and the Rocky 
Mountains. Increasing supply, including the construction of a new natural gas pipeline from Alaska 
to the lower 48, will bring needed relief to consumers and make America’s businesses more 
competitive in the global marketplace.  
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• Last summer, the largest blackout in North American history affected 8 states, leaving more than 
50 million Americans without power. Republicans support measures to modernize the nation’s 
electricity grid to prevent future blackouts and provide American consumers and businesses with 
more affordable, reliable power. We will work to unleash innovation so entrepreneurs can develop 
technologies for a more advanced and robust transmission system that meets our growing energy 
demands. We also support the establishment of mandatory, enforceable reliability rules for electric 
utilities to reduce the likelihood of future blackouts. 
 
• Republicans will continue to support renewable energy through extension of the production tax 
credit for wind and biomass, as well as efforts to expand the use of biodiesel and ethanol, which 
can reduce America’s dependence on foreign oil while increasing revenues to farmers. 
 
• Nuclear power provides America with affordable, emissions-free energy. We believe nuclear 
power can help reduce our dependence on foreign energy and play an invaluable role in 
addressing global climate change. President Bush supports construction of new nuclear power 
plants through the Nuclear Power 2010 initiative, and continues to move forward on creating an 
environmentally sound nuclear waste repository. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ACHIEVING ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 2 
 
No strategy for American security is complete without a plan to end America's dependence on 
Mideast oil. Today, the American economy depends on oil controlled by some of the world's most 
repressive regimes. This leaves our economy dangerously vulnerable to nations that do not share 
our interests. America too often is silent about the practices of some governments because we 
depend on oil they control. 
John Kerry, John Edwards and the Democratic Party believe a strong America must no longer rely 
on the cooperation of regimes that do not share our values. We believe a strong America must 
move toward energy independence. 
In the Bush Administration, energy independence doesn't get a thought. Their energy policy is 
simple: government by big oil, of big oil, and for big oil. This Administration let oil industry lobbyists 
and executives write our nation's energy policy in secret. They even went to the Supreme Court to 
stop the public from learning what they were doing. They've done nothing as gas prices have 
soared to record levels. Even the Administration's own economists have found that their energy 
plan will do nothing to reduce gas prices. This President's approach to energy policy leaves 
America shackled to foreign oil, dependent, vulnerable, and exposed. 
John Kerry, John Edwards and the Democratic Party believe in a better, stronger, more 
independent America. We are committed to achieving energy independence, and we know we can 
do it. Our ingenuity and determination built the cars we drive and the bridges we use. It electrified 
rural America in the 1930s, and took us to the moon in the 1960s. Our resolve helped conquer 
polio. 
It's this simple: When we see a problem, we roll up our sleeves and solve it. And that's what we 
pledge to do now. 
Achieving energy independence will improve our ability to protect our values and interests in the 
world. It will reduce energy costs for our families. It will create high-paying new jobs. And it will 
improve our environment and make our people healthier. 
 
Harnessing American ingenuity to create renewable energy. 
Our plan begins with commonsense investments to harness the natural world around us - the sun, 
wind, water, geothermal and biomass sources, and a rich array of crops - to create a new 
generation of affordable energy for the 21st century. By mobilizing the amazing productivity of 
America's farmers, we can grow our own cleanerburning fuel. We support tax credits for private 
sector investment in clean, renewable sources of energy, and we will make ethanol credits work 
better for farmers. And we will ensure that billions of gallons of renewable fuel are part of America's 
energy supply while striving for strong, national renewable energy goals. 
 
Creating the energy-efficient vehicles of tomorrow. 
 We support creating more energy-efficient vehicles, from today's hybrid cars to tomorrow's 
hydrogen cars. We support the American people's freedom to choose whatever cars, SUVs, 
minivans, and trucks they choose, but we also believe American ingenuity is equal to the task of 
improving efficiency. We support improving fuel standards, and because of the challenges this 
poses, we will offer needed incentives for consumers to buy efficient vehicles, and for 
manufacturers to build them. 
We are also committed to developing hydrogen as a clean, reliable domestic source of energy. Our 
economy cannot convert to hydrogen overnight, so we will fund research to overcome the 
obstacles to hydrogen fuel and continue our other efforts to achieve energy independence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
2 Testo tratto da “the 2004 Democratic Party Platform” (www.democrats.org)  

http://www.democrats.org/


Moving beyond OPEC.  
We can improve our energy security in other ways. We will seek more diverse sources of oil 
around the world and here at home. We support balanced development of domestic oil supplies in 
areas already open for exploration, like the western and central Gulf of Mexico. 
We support the expansion of new infrastructure to develop supplies from non-OPEC nations like 
Russia, Canada, and nations in Africa. We will increase efficiency of natural gas use, develop the 
Alaska natural gas pipeline, and enhance our nation's infrastructure to help supply natural gas 
more effectively. 
 
Electricity. 
 We will work to create new technology for producing electricity in a better, more efficient manner. 
Coal accounts for more than one-half of America's electric power generation capacity today. We 
believe coal must continue its important role in a new energy economy, while achieving high 
environmental standards. Working with the coal industry, we will invest billions to develop and 
implement new, cleaner coal technology and to produce electric and hydrogen power. We will also 
work to make sure that our people have access to an affordable, secure, and reliable supply of 
electricity at all times. We support mandatory, enforceable reliability standards. We also support 
public-private partnerships to make our power systems more flexible, resilient, and self-healing - 
and more environmentally friendly than ever before. 
 
Government as a role model. 
The federal government is the largest single consumer of energy in the world. We will cut the 
federal government's energy use and challenge local governments, corporations, universities, 
small businesses and hospitals to do the same. 
 
Our commitment to conservation. 
A balanced energy policy must create real incentives for energy conservation in our homes, our 
offices, our factories, and our infrastructure, saving money and improving security even as it 
creates good jobs and rebuilds our communities. 
With sixty-five percent of the world's oil reserves in the Middle East, we cannot drill our way to 
energy independence. But we can create, think, imagine, and invent our way there. And we will 
create jobs, help our environment, and build a stronger country as we do. 
 
 
 


