EXECUTIVE PROGRAMME OF COOPERATION
IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF ITALY AND THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN
FOR THE YEARS 2021 - 2023

Within the framework of the Agreement between the Government of ftaly and the Government
of Japan on Cooperation in Science and Technology, signed in Tokyo on 7" QOctober 1988, the
Italian-Japan Joint Commission met in Tokyo on January 15% 2021, to examine the current state
and further development of scientific and technological cooperation between the two countries and
to define the Executive Programme for the years 2021-2023.

The Ttalian delegation was headed by Ambassador Giorgio STARACE, Ambassador of Italy to
Japan and the Japanese delegation was headed by Ambassador NAKANE Takeshi, Ambassador for
Science and Technology Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. The members of the
two delegations are listed in Attachment .

The Government of Italy and the Government of Japan shared the view that cooperative activities
between the two countries could be further promoted with the Executive Programme for the years
2021 -2023.

The institutions that represent each government in the Executive Programme for the years 2021-
2023, hereinafter referred to individually as “Side™ and collectively as “both Sides”, are:

For the Italian Side: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MAECI),

Directorate General for Cultural and Economic Promotion and Innovation.
For the Japanese Side: International Science Cooperation Division, Disarmament, Non-Proliferation
and Science Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Both Sides adopted the following agenda of the Italian-Japan Joint Commission:

1. Review of the Scientific and Technological Cooperation between the two countries

Both sides shared the views regarding the growing importance of science and technology with
respect to the economic, social and cultural relations of the two countries.

Both sides, considering the good relationships between the two countries, emphasized the need to
develop and promote bilateral cooperation in the field of science and technology, also through

bilateral workshops and other initiatives on various items of common interests, within the budgets
permitted respectively.



2. Executive Programme for the years 2021-2023

In the period 16/09/2019 — 31/10/2019, a joint call for proposals was published to collect projects in
the following priority areas:

- AgriFood;

- Artificial Intelligence and its Cybersecurity, Robotics, and Automotive Applications;

- Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics;

- Emerging approaches to cancer therapy;

- Nanosciences and Advanced Materials;

- New Technologies for Active and Healthy Ageing and Homecare;

- Prediction of climate, ecological, earth and ocean systems changes;

- Regenerative and Predictive Medicine;

- Space Sciences, Remote Sensing and Space Technologies;

- Technologies Applied to Cultural Heritage; and

- Technologies for the Achievement of Sustainable Goals, with particular focus to Renewable
Energy.

The criteria adopted in selecting the joint research projects were:
- Scientific relevance;
- Methodology and documentation;
- Competence and expertise of the research teams;
- Added value of the bilateral cooperation;
- Active involvement of early career researchers; and
- Appropriateness of the budget requested with respect to methods and expected results.

Preference was given to:

- Proposals involving more than one national public/private research organization;
- Initiatives having a potential industrial impact and/or involving industrial partners; and
- Young researchers’ involvement, with particular emphasis to long-term study visits.

In line with the criteria listed in the call for proposals, the two countries have selected 11 joint
research projects that may receive financial support from the Italian side. The list of such projects is
given in Attachment I

3. Final matters

This Executive Programme for the period January 1%, 2021 - December 31% 2023 will continue until
the next Executive Programme is initiated, but no later than December 31% 2024,

Any modification to the text of this Executive Programme has to be confirmed by the competent
Institutions in both countries and has to be carried out through diplomatic channels.



All initiatives foreseen in this Executive Programme will be carried out within the limits of the
budgets and according to the rules prevailing in each Country.

Attachments I and II are attached hereto and are integral parts of the present document.

Signed in Tokyo on the 15" January 2021, in two originals in the English language.

For the Italian Delegation For the Japanese Delegation

7» %wax (Tneute [rutrone

Giorgio Starace
AMBASSADOR



Attachment I

MEMBERS OF THE TWO DELEGATIONS

Italian delegation
Giorgio STARACE (Head)

Enrico TRAVERSA

Japanese delegation
NAKANE Takeshi (Head)

UEZONO Hideki

Ambassador of Italy to Japan

Science and Technology Aftaché,

Embassy of Italy in Japan

Ambassador for Science and Technology Cooperation,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

Director, International Science Cooperation Division,
Disarmament, Non-Proliferation and Science Department,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
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